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Overview

This lesson guides students in realizing that people throughout time have created works around their experiences, but also, one’s work can catalyze awareness or reform around an issue.  Students both view and create original photographs in order for us to study/analyze visual information, but also, because creating art is effective means of learning and expressing ideas for teenagers.
Grade Level

11th Grade

Goals
Students will:
· Synthesize a variety of types of visual information, including pictures and symbols.

·    Analyze how a particular piece of literature has changed societal and cultural attitudes
· Draw on one’s prior knowledge and experience to make connections with the speaker’s message and analyze the speaker’s values and beliefs to guide interpretation.

· Recognize how history and culture influence text. 

Procedures
Part 1: 

Read Chapter 5 of The Grapes of Wrath and answer the following questions:

1. Based on this chapter, how did the Dust Bowl affect people’s lives?

2. Do you feel sympathy for the families?  Explain.

3. Cite three details that emphasize the families’ isolation and powerless
4. What is Steinbeck’s point of view?  Find specific evidence for your answer.
5. What is Steinbeck’s purpose in writing about this issue?
Part 2: 
Read Chapter 28 of The Grapes of Wrath and answer the following questions:

1. What does Tom Joad learn from Casy?

2. How does this change how he sees things?

3. What does Tom say he’s going to do now?  What do you think this means?
Part 3:
Watch this youtube video of Dorothea Lange photographs of migrants entitled “Dorothea Lange and Sam Beam”:

http://youtu.be/xcb90Q5Mrkg
Go to Stephen Shames’ website and browse his pictures and text.  Find out what he does.

http://www.stephenshames.com/
Watch this video from American poverty.org

http://youtu.be/UFzOZDsicTU
Pick one photograph from any of these presentations and answer the following questions about it:

1. Who is the artist/photographer?

2. When was this image created?  What was going on during this time that might have led to the creation of this image?

3. What is the artist’s message?
4. What do you think was the artist’s purpose in putting this image in the public forum?

5. Elaborate on any important details/symbols.
Be ready to share this image and your answers in a class discussion tomorrow.

Part 4:

Homework Assignment:  In the next week, take 5 pictures that bring awareness to a social issue of your choice.  Be prepared to share them including title, artist’s name, identification of issue, and an explanation of important symbols/details. 
Suggested Topics (you do not have to pick from this list):

Poverty

Discrimination

Teen pregnancy

Homelessness

Neglect
Depression

Bullying

Ignorance

Immigration

Intolerance

Overreliance on TV/cell phones/technology
Additional Resources
The Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck

Cameras or students can use their phones to take pictures

Computers with Internet/youtube access

A printer

Paper and pens

Sources
stephenshames.com
americanpoverty.org
“Dorothea Lange and Sam Beam”, youtube posted by mariaelizabeth5
